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Program
N AT I O N A L  A N T H E M

W E L C O M E  A N D  O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S 	
Karin Ruhlandt, Dean

R E A D I N G S 	
Jacob Gedetsis
Master’s Candidate in Creative Writing

S T U D E N T  A D D R E S S 	
Erica Sandtorv
Master’s Candidate in Applied Statistics

AWA R D S  A N D  C L O S I N G  R E M A R K S
Karin Ruhlandt, Dean

P R E S E N TAT I O N  O F  D E G R E E  C A N D I DAT E S

A L M A  M AT E R



C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

Degree Candidates
A P P L I E D  S TAT I S T I C S 

Jun Fang
Zhengjun Huang
Huikun Li
Sixue Pan
Bernadette Rice
Erica Sandtorv
Ailin Sun

A R T  H I S T O RY
Mary Bedell 
Building Medieval Memory: Architectural Marginalia in the Chambord Missal

Kirsten Burrall 
Uncovering Mariano Fortuny y Madrazo’s Fascination with Islamic Culture

Allison Carter 
A Clash of Angels and Demons in the Vatican: Vasari’s Chapel of Saint Michael for 
Pope Pius V

Kathryn Hill 
From Picture Plane to the Clay Body: Helen Frankenthaler’s Exploration in Ceramics

Giselle Hobbs 
Conceptions of Women: Casserius’s Engravings of the Dissected Gravid Uterus in 
De formato foetu (c. 1600)

Xiaoxiao Ma 
A Setting for Sensuality and Laughter: The Villa Farnesina’s Painted Façade 
Decorations and New Identification for the Birth of Adonis

Courtney Mengel 
Vincenzo Danti’s Beheading of St. John the Baptist and the Continuation of 
Decapitation Imagery Under Cosimo I de’ Medici

Caitlin Petty 
Lodovico Cioli’s “La bella notomia”: The Flayed Figure, Anatomical Pedagogy and 
Corporeal Knowledge Circa 1600

Kathryn Siede 
Surpassing Antiquity: Giambologna, Giovanni Caccini and Grand Duke Ferdinando 
I de’ Medici’s Hercules and a Centaur

Christine Staton 
The Nectanebo Lions on the Fontana dell’Acqua Felice: Egyptian Revival in the 
Rome of Sixtus V



A R T  H I S T O RY
Katherine Torrey 
The Black Christian Donor in Italian Depictions of the Miracle of the Black Leg 
(1370-1470)

Tyler Valera 
Edward W. Redfield: Landscape Painting, Water and Environmentalism in the 
Delaware River Valley

Samuel Veremchuk 
The Radio Style: David Burliuk, New York and His Radio-Epoch

Britney Walden 
Night Terrors: Seventeenth-Century Social Displacement, Stoicism and Salvator 
Rosa’s London Scene of Witchcraft

Alexandra Wendt 
Painting the Hagiography of a Mystic: Giovanni di Paolo’s Saint Catherine of  
Siena Cycle 

Tara White 
Donna con Donna and Masculine-Feminine Dichotomy: Mythological Images from 
Sixteenth-Century Fontainebleau and Northern Italy

Nina Wutrich 
Performing Virtue at the Este Court: Ercole de’ Roberti’s Three Donne illustri

Gwendolyn Zwirko 
Garofalo’s Ecclesia Slaying Synagoga: Living Cross Iconography and Judeo-
Christian Relations in Cinquecento Ferrara

B I O L O G Y
Rebecca Ellingston 
Impact of Overexpression of AlaAT and Nitrogen Treatment on Growth of  
Populus tremula x alba

Margaret McCoy 
The Effect of In Utero Halothane Anesthesia Exposure on Mouse Gonad 
Methylation and Behavioral Traits in Offspring

Amber Woodard 
Characterizing the Gene Regulatory Network Required to Specify the Excitatory 
Neurotransmitter Phenotype of V0v Spinal Interneurons

Degree candidates, continued



B I O M E D I C A L  F O R E N S I C  S C I E N C E
Halleluyah Adebiyi
Huda Ali Al Fahdawe
Sierra Andrews
Ammar Asbahi
Clair Cook
Daniela Du Quesne
Anthony Gariolo
Brandeon Harris

Jalen Jordan
Jazmyne Ornelas
Julia Rivera
Debbie Stone Talavera
Erca Thorn
Kiara Van Brackle
Sabra Washington

Degree candidates, continued

B I O T E C H N O L O G Y 
Alana Franceski
Amanda Luke

C H E M I S T RY
Robert Anderson
Julia Greenberg
Alexandria Guinness
Md Shahadat Hossain
Aimee Iradukunda
Spencer Kim

Amber Liles
Buddhini Chathurangi Nugaduwa 

Vithanage
Angela Pacherille
Nicole Spanedda

C O M P U TAT I O N A L  L I N G U I S T I C S 
Scott Dillon
Daria Sinitsyna

C R E AT I V E  W R I T I N G
Melissa Beneche 
Bliss

Neil Cooney  
Everything is Wonderful with Us

Jackson Frons 
Dinner

Jacob Gedetsis 
Love, Tunnel

Molly Johnsen 
Everything Alive

Rebecca Kurtz 
Equinox

Laura Moreno 
Baby Cry

Sara Potocsny 
Ledges

Sydney Rende 
I Could Be Famous

Ejiofor Ugwu 
Survivors



E A R T H  S C I E N C E S
Eric Deutsch 
Observations of Post-Wildfire Landcover Trends in Boreal Alaska Using a Suite  
of Remote Sensing Approaches

Will Fisher

Jessie McCraw

Joshua Owens

Michael Paciga  
The Role of Extensional Tectonics on Landscape Evolution Models

Benjamin Pummell

Micah Wiesner  
Carbonate Paleothermometry in Fayetteville Green Lake, New York

Degree candidates, continued

E N G L I S H
Taylore Grunert
Jacqulyn Ladnier
Sarah Liebowitz

Asli Ozyenginer
Ginny Searle
Hannah Tryon

F O R E N S I C  S C I E N C E
Lauren Adamthwaite
Francesca Battiato
Ashley Evanchof
Erin Gurley
Ashley Jenks
Yasmeen Jones
Patcia Lanchman
Kiara Lewis
Safira Lubenovic
Paige Maleski
Akanksha Mandayam Narasimhan
Jacquelyn Marasco

Kelly McGraw
James McLellan II
Quoc Nguyen
Lorelle Parker
Evan Pfeifer
Amber Purdy
Asusena Renteria
Andrew Steele
Allie Troischt
Brandy Walters
Nori Zaccheo

F R E N C H  A N D  F R A N C O P H O N E  S T U D I E S
Judy Fatol 
Portraits de Femmes: (Dé)construction Sociales et Discours Historiques

Jean Ederson Jean-Pierre 
Littérature et Société. Une Lecture de Quelques Oeuvres du Corpus Français et 
Francophone



Degree candidates, continued

L I N G U I S T I C  S T U D I E S
Zulfiyya Aghakishiyeva 
Middle Voice in Azerbaijani

Elizabeth Elton 
The Use of Musical Versus Perceptual Training in the Classroom Teaching of Tone to 
L2 Learners from a L1 Stress-Accent Language

Hang Gu

William Hagerman

Soyoung Kim 
Copulas in Korean and Japanese, -i and -da: Grammatical Categorization and 
Comparison on the Basis of Morphosyntactic and Syntactic Analyses

Melissa Leon

Yan Shi

Xuan Wang

Xinyuan Xia

Yimin Xiao

Hanxiao Yan

M AT H E M AT I C S
Courtney Hauf
Kaiyue He
Elana Israel
Trevor Jarvis
Jianqing Jia
Adam Krause
Yuzhen Liu

Jacob Migdail-Smith
Nicholas Ng
Bhargavi Parthasarathy
Ana Rakovic
Chelsea Sato
Manuel Florian Schlierf
Jianchen Wei

M E D I C O L E G A L  D E AT H  I N V E S T I G AT I O N
Amy Brooks
Olivia Erlbeck
Kristyn Ramsey

PA N  A F R I C A N  S T U D I E S
Pak Wah Cheung

Tyriana Evans 
Police Brutality and Black Lives Matter Protests: Portrayal in the Mainstream 
Media and the Effects on Audience Perception

Kassandra Headley 
The White Washing of Black Beauty: Skin Bleaching in Barbados



Degree candidates, continued

PA N  A F R I C A N  S T U D I E S 
Zachary Osolo 
Culture and Practice: Their Contribution to Income Inequality in the Construction 
Industry in Kenya

Mahder Serekberhan 
Mobilization of Women in Africa: The 2019 Sudanese Uprising

Cornelia Stokes 
Reconfiguring the Black American Identity: The Art of Amy Sherald

P H Y S I C S
Suman Kumar Kundu
Mario Olivares
Mariia Poliakova

P S YC H O L O G Y
Joshua Circe 
Examining the Efficacy of Providing Writing Prompt Choices and Performance 
Feedback: A Randomized Controlled Trial

Madison Firkey 
Evaluating Level of Specificity and Discrepancy of Normative Referents in Relation 
to Willingness to Change Condom Use Among College Students

Julian Fuentes 
How Can I Help You? Social Support in the Context of Attachment Insecurity

Emily Helminen 
The Influence of Self-Compassion on Perceived Stress Reactivity

Emma Lape

Ellen Masters 
The Impact of ADHD Symptoms and Age on Sensory Features in Autism

Morgan Proulx 
Towards a Nuanced Understanding of Emotional Infidelity: An Investigation of 
Behavioral Exemplars and the Impact of Ambiguity

Kyle White 
Family History of Alcoholism as a Predictor of Endogenous Pain Modulatory 
Function

R E L I G I O N
Grace Fritzke
Blake Garland-Tirado



Degree candidates, continued

S PA N I S H  L A N G UAG E ,  L I T E R AT U R E  A N D  C U LT U R E
Nikita Duling 
A Partir del Espacio: La Relación entre Espacio, Autoficción, y Tema en Sergio 
Blanco

Wendy Llorente 
Linguistic Perception and Assessment of Different Accents from Spanish Instructors

Roberto Perez 
Los Performances Digitales: El uso de los Nuevos Medios Tecnológicos Dentro de 
las Artes Escénicas

Ezioly Serrano 
El Lenguaje del Dolor: Cuerpo y Fluidos en ‘Fe en Disfraz’ e ‘Insensatez’

S P E E C H - L A N G UAG E  PAT H O L O G Y
Emma Adamik
Julia Alfonso
Nikki Awad
Michaela Baratta
Kaitlin Butler
Zoe Costello
Joanna Derisse
Nicole Dischinat
Ellie Doering
Hannah Edwards
Amy Ferguson
Ashleen Furtado
Carly Gamble
Beakal Gezahegn

Julia Gregoire
Andrew Hernandez
Kristen Khouri
Lauren La Bella
Joshua Loyola 
Bailey Malnak
Morgan McLenithan
Adriana Medina
Cora Pokrifka
Hanna Schmitz
Sadie Smith
Sarah Viola
Connor Walsh

C A N D I DAT E S  R E C E I V I N G  C E R T I F I C AT E  I N  U N I V E R S I T Y 
T E AC H I N G

Mary Bedell
Nikita Duling
Kassandra Headley

Zachary Osolo
Ezioly Serrano
Tyler Valera

C O L L E G E  O F  A R T S  A N D  S C I E N C E S  M A S T E R ’ S  P R I Z E
Caitlin Petty

The Office of Special Events will publish the official 2021 Syracuse University Register of 
Graduates in January 2022. That publication will list the names of the 2021 degree recipients.



Alma Mater
W H E R E  T H E  VA L E  O F  O N O N DAG A

M E E T S  T H E  E A S T E R N  S K Y

P R O U D LY  S TA N D S  O U R  A L M A  M AT E R

O N  H E R  H I L LT O P  H I G H .

F L AG  W E  L OV E !  O R A N G E !  F L OAT  F O R  AY E ,

O L D  S Y R AC U S E ,  O ’ E R  T H E E .

L OYA L  B E  T H Y  S O N S  A N D  DAU G H T E R S

T O  T H Y  M E M O RY.

- Junius W. Stevens, Class of 1895






